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HISTORY

1.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Mindoro is a contraction of the Spanish phrase
“Mina de Oro”, meaning gold mine. It was
called “Mai” by early Chinese traders.

The significance of Mindoro dates back to pre-
Spanish times. Due to ifs favorable geographic
location, it served as an important trading
center of Chinese goods. As early as 872 AD.,
Mindoro fraded with Canton because of their
proximity o each other. A Chinese chronicle of
1125 A.D. gave the first documented evidence
concerning the island of Mindoro. Following the
existing sea routes during the ancient time, the
ships sailed to Mindoro’s north and west coasts,
When the Americans occupied Mindoro in 1899,
they set up a military government in the island
until the inauguration of a civil government on
July 4, 1901.

The province likewise played a historic part
during the Second World War. Its history bristles
with the gallantry of local heroes who fought the
Japanese invaders along with American soldiers.
From Leyte, Douglas McArthur’s forces staged its
"Second Landing” in the southern part of the
province on December 15, 1944 on their way to

1.2 POLITICAL BACKGROUND

In 1950, the bill infroduced in Congress by
Mindoro Congressman Raul Leuterio, seeking the
division of Mindoro into two provinces --- Oriental
Mindoro and Occidental Mindoro, was
approved and became Republic Act No. 505.

It was 1950 when the President of the Philippines
appointed Damaso V. Abeleda as the first
Govermnor of Occidental Mindoro. On November
13, 1951, the first election was held in Occidental
Mindoro. Federico Casfillo was elected as the
first governor of the province. Governor Casfillo

which were then densely populated urban
centers. For local products like beeswax, pearl,
sandalwood and tortoise shells, the Chinese
traders bartered porcelain, silk and tea.

In 1591, when the Spanish “conquistadores”
divided the Philippines into eleven provinces,
Mindoro was grouped tfogether with Calilaya,
Lubang. Batangas, the Calamianes Group and
Marindugue. The third ecclesiastical district of
the Philippine Archipelago was established in
Calavite (now Paluan) by the Rocolleto Friars on
June 18, 1677.

the full liberation of the country from Japanese
invasion.

On November 15, 1950, under Republic Act No.
505, Mindoro was divided in two (2) provinces:
Oriental Mindoro and Occidental Mindoro. San
Jose was made the provisional capital of the
latter until January 1, 1951, when the seat of
government was fransferred to Mamburao. From
the original number of eight (8 towns,
Occidental Mindoro is now composed of eleven
A Hmunicipalities.

served from 1951 t01956. The succeeding
elected governors were Mariano Tajonera (1956-
1959) and Arsenio L. Villaroza (1960-1986). while
Peter O. Medalla, Jr., was appointed as OIC-
Governor from 1986-1988. In 1988, he was
elected Governor until 1992, Josephine Y.
Ramirez-Sato was elected Governor for three
consecutive terms (1992-2001). Jose T. Villarosa
served from 2001-2004. Sato won against
Villarosa in 2004. She completed her terms as
Govemnor from 2004-2013. Mario Gene J.




Mendiola served from 2013-2019 and Eduardo B.
Gadiano from 2019 up to present.

Elected Vice-Governors were: Catalino Punzalan
(1959 - 1962), Felix L. Gabiriel, Sr. (1963 - 1966),
Nestor Abeleda (1967 - 1970), Gonzalo C.
Zoleta, Sr. (1981 - 1986), Carlos Tria (1986 — 1987),
Josephine Y. Ramirez-Sato (1988 — 1991), Crispin
P. Perez, Jr. (1992 - 1995), Anita A. Villaroza (1995
- 1998). Godofredo B. Mintu (1998 - 2001),
Ramon M. Atienza (2001 - 2004), Mario Gene J.
Mendiola (2004 - 2013) and Peter J. Alfaro (2013
- present).

Elected Assemblymen/representatives (before
EDSA Revolution were Judge Jesus V. Abeleda

(1951-1954); Felife Abeleda (1954-1965); Pedro
Medalla, Sr.; (1966-1972) and Pedro T. Mendiola,
Sr., (1978-1986). Elected representatives (after
the EDSA Revolution) were: Mario Gene J.
Mendiola (1987-1992); Jose T. Villarosa (1992-
1998); Ricardo V. Quintos (a Constitutional
Convention Delegate in 1973), after winning his
protest against his rival Ma. Amelita C. Villarosa,
won the seat and officially declared
representative, six months before the term
ended (1998-2001). Josephine Y. Ramirez-Sato
(2001-2004); Amelita C. Villarosa (2004 to 2013)
and again, Josephine Y. Ramirez-Sato (2013-
present).

Table 1.1: List of Governors

LIST OF GOVERNORS

TERM SERVED

Damaso V. Abeleda
Federico B. Castillo
Mariano V. Tajonera
Arsenio L. Villaroza

Pedro O. Medalla

Josephine Y. Ramirez-Sato

Jose T. Villarosa
Mario Gene J. Mendiola

Eduardo B. Gadiano

1950 - 1951 (appointed)
1951-1956

1956 - 1959

1960 - 1986

1986 — 1988 (appointed)
1988 -1991

1992 - 2001
2004 - 2013

2001 - 2004
2013 - 2019

2019 - 2022




Table 1.2: List of Vice-Governors

LIST OF VICE-GOVERNORS TERM SERVED
Catalino Punzalan 19561-1954
Felix L. Gabriel, Sr. 1963 - 1966
Nestor Abeleda 1967 - 1970
Gonzalo C. Zoleta, Sr. 1981 - 1986
Carlos Tria 1986 — 1987
Josephine Y. Ramirez-Sato 1988 - 1991
Crispin P. Perez, Jr. 1992 — 1995
Anita A. Villaroza 1995 - 1998
Godofredo B. Mintu 1998 — 2001
Ramon M. Atienza 2001 - 2004
Mario Gene J. Mendiola 2004 -2013
Peter J. Alfaro 2013 - 2022

Table 1.3: List of Representatives/Congressmen

LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES/CONGRESSMEN TERM SERVED

Judge Jesus V. Abeleda 1959 - 1962
Felife Abeleda 1954-1965
Pedro Medalla, Sr., 1966-1972
Pedro T. Mendiola, Sr., 1978-1986
Mario Gene J. Mendiola (1987-1992), 1981 - 1986
Jose T. Villarosa 1992-1998
Ricardo V. Quintos 1998-2001
(ConCon Delegate1973)
Josephine Y. Ramirez-Sato 2001-2004
2013-2022
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1.3 DEVELOPMENTAL VISIONS OF OCCIDENTAL MINDORO

1.3.1 VISION STATEMENT

*We envision Occidental Mindoro as a major food basket of the nation, a popular tourism destination, a
disaster resilient and prepared province, and a home to an empowered citizenry. including its indigenous
people, who are active participants in development guided by effective and good leadership”

1.3.2 PROVINCE’S MISSIONS

The Province of Occidental Mindoro is committed to provide the effective and efficient delivery of basic
government services for the well-being of its constituency through:

Promotion of sustainable agriculture;

Development of agriculture and eco-tourism;

Preparedness on the impact of climate change and disaster risk;
Development of needed infrastructures;

Improvement of health services and facilities;

Meaningful education for all;

Provision of economic opportunities for all.

O O 0O O o 0o

The four (4) core elements of the development vision serve as the guides and pillars for the long-term
growth and development of the province. The four vision elements will trigger and identify the key sectoral
priorities for turning the vision info realities. While each element has its own coherence, there will be
coordination and complementation across sectoral programs. The vision elements also reflect on the key
development principles of sustainable development, inclusive growth, environmental integrity and good
governance.

Major food basket of the nation- being a
predominantly an agricultural-based
economy, the province has the
development role as the major food
producer and supplier of agricultural
produce to Metro Manila and the
surrounding regions (Region IV-A, IV-B and

Tourism destfination center — the province
has diverse and unique tourist attractions
that are widely known but relatively
unexploited. The province has natural
resource wealth, cultural heritages, fine
sandy beaches, coral reefs, mangrove
forests and nature sports and recreational
sites that can offer and satisfy the needs
and interests of both domestic and foreign
tourists. The four (4) growth clusters/centers
of the province offer range of fourism
products according to tourism thematic
clusters. For SAMARICA Growth Cluster,
based on ifs tourism assets shall promote

V). The province will exploit its comparative
advantage as one of the major producer of
palay/rice, mango, cashew, garlic and
onions and fishery and aguaculture
products such as Tuna, Milkfish and Tiger
Prawns.

nature-based attractions while the MAPSA
Growth Cluster shall cater to fourists
intferested in  cultural affractions and
ecotourism. For Sablayan Growth Center
and Island Growth Cluster, they are the site
of nature conservation and history and
cultural areas. Particularly for Sablayan, he
is the host of designated national park,
biodiversity conservation areas, natural park
and cultural edifices such as old churches,
lighthouses, prison penal farm and museum
for cultural and heritage appreciation.




Resilient in natural hazards and climate
change impact - given the topography
and physical configuration of the province,
it abound with natural lands and resources
(forestlands, rivers and lakes,
national/natural parks and wildlife habitat)
possessing unigue characteristics and
features. Al of these resources and
ecosystems will be vulnerable to climate
change impacts. The province overtime
shall develop itfs institutional and manpower
capacities to plan and implement climate
change  mifigation and  adaptation
responses and measures, thus, in the future
will become environmentally and
economically resilient to any adverse
effects of natural hazards and disasters.

1.3.3 SOCIAL CONTRACT

Empowered citizenry and good leadership —
the people interacting with the environment
and natural resources is the center of
development efforts of the provincial
government. The people (individuals,
families and communities) fogether with
local officials and other private groups and
institutions will have a joint responsibility and
participation in the ufilization, management
and protection of the environment /natural
resources. The provincial leadership will set-
up and implement fransparent governance
and participatory decision-making
processes and at the end, the relationship
and interaction of all the key actors on the
development process will engender people
empowerment and good governance.

| Infrastructure Development and Indigenous People’s Welfare

H Health and Housing Development

m

w43 >

Economic Growth and Development, Environmental Protection and
Conservation, and Education

Agricultural Development

Reduction of Poverty, Reforms, and Good Governance

Tourism and Transport Development

Security, Sports, and Spiritual Development; Social Services
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GEO-PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

2.1 GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Mindoro Island, the seventh largest island in the
Philippines, is contained in the gquadrangle
bounded by 12° 9" north latitude, 120° 01 east
longitude and 12°54" north latitude, 121°15" east
longitude. Occidental Mindoro is one of the two
provinces comprising Mindoro Island. It is
located 45 km. south of Batangas and north of
Visayas. The entire eastern portion of the
province is bounded by Oriental Mindoro and
the western portion by the Apo East Passage.

2.2 LAND AREA

Occidental Mindoro, with a land area of
approximately 5,879.85 sq. kilometers, is the 171
largest province in the country, and the 2@
largest province in the MIMAROPA Region. The
province comprises 12.5 percent of the entire
area of the Southern Tagalog Region and 21.41
percent of the MIMAROPA Region. The
municipality of Sablayan, with an area of

On the north, it bounded by the Calavite and
Verde lIsland Passage and on the south by
Mindoro  Strait. The southemmost tip of
Occidental Mindoro lies in the area of Sibuyan
Sea. Like most of the provinces in the Philippines.
the lack of technical description defining the
boundaries of the province causes territorial
dispute with its neighboring province, Oriental
Mindoro.

2,188.00 sg. km. is the largest in terms of land
areq; almost twice the size of the entire Cavite
province. Sta. Cruz, the second largest
municipality, occupies 681 sg. km. or about 11.59
percent of the province’s land mass. The
municipality of Lubang, with a land area of
113.10 sg. km. is the smallest, occupying about
1.92 percent of the province’s land area.

Map 1
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Table 2.1: L:and Area by Municipality with percent share, 2010

Municipality by Cluster

Area (Sq. Km)

Area
Looc 132.3
Lubang 113.1
ISLAND GROWTH 245.4
Corridor
Mamburao 297.6
Abra de llog 533.7
Paluan 564.5
Sta. Cruz 681.4
MAPSA Growth Corridor 2,077.20
Sablayan 2,188.80
SABLAYAN Growth 2,188.80
Corridor
San Jose 446.7
Magsaysay 296.75
Rizal 242.5
Calintaan 382.5
SAMARICA Growth 1.368.45
Corridor
OCC. MINDORO 5,879.85

Area (sq. km) % Share

225
1.92
4.17

5.06
9.08
9.6
11.59
35.33
37.23
37.23

7.6
5.05
4.12

6.5

23.27

100%

2.3 POLITICAL SUBDIVISION

Occidental Mindoro, a second class province
and a lone congressional district, is composed of
11 municipalities, nine (9) of which are located in
the mainland and two (2) island municipalities. It
has 164 barangays; 43 urban and 119 rural. The
province also consist of four (4) growth areas
such as Island Growth Corridor which includes
the Municipalities of Lubang and Looc; MAPSA
Growth Corridor comprised of the Municipalities
of Mamburao, Abra de llog., Paluan and Sta.
Cruz, Sablayan Growth Corridor and lastly,

SAMARICA Growth Corridor which covers the
Municipalities of San Jose, Magsaysay, Rizal and
Calintaan. The municipalities of Lubang and
Looc are in Lubang Island situated in the
northern tip of the province. First class
municipalities include Sablayan, San Jose and
Sta Cruz. Mamburao and Abra de llog are
second class municipalities.  Four municipalities
are 3rd class, namely: Calintfaan, Magsaysay,
Paluan and Rizal while Lubang and Looc belong
to the 4™ class and 5™ class, respectively.
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Table 2.2: Number of Barangays per municipality

Municipality by Cluster Area Number of Barangays
Rural Urban
Looc 6 3
Lubang 10 6
ISLAND GROWTH Corridor 25
Mamburao 10 5
Abra de llog 9 1
Paluan 8 4
Sta. Cruz 8 3
MAPSA Growth Corridor 48
Sablayan 19 3
SABLAYAN Growth Corridor 22
San Jose 26 13
Magsaysay 11 1
Rizal 9 2
Cdlintaan 6 1
SAMARICA Growth Corridor 69
Occidental Mindoro 164

The province of Occidental Mindoro’s 164 barangays comprised of 122 rural and 42 urban barangays.

2.4 LAND RESOURCES

2.4.1 Land Area by Municipality

Table 2.3: Land Area by Municipality

Municipality Area (Sq. has) % Share Remarks
Abra de llog 60,233.63 10.08
Calintaan 29.897.29 5
Looc 12.942 25 217 Data not authoritative
Lubang 12,546.88 2.1 due to on-going
Magsaysay 26,035.34 4.36 boundary
Mamburao 32,099.39 5.37 dispute/settiement
Paluan 52,991.32 8.87 _between
Rizal 30,388.24 500 province/municipality
Sablayan 210,440.11 35.22
San Jose 61,085.32 10.22
Sta. Cruz 68,902.71 11.583

Occ. Mindoro 597,562.48 100




2.4.2 Land Classification

Occidental Mindoro is an island province covering 16,5688,046.38 hectares land area. They are classified
info four (4) land uses, Alienable and disposable land which occupies 161,627.36 hectares or a total of
97.37% of the total land area of the province; forest land - 432,329.11 (2.61%); mangroves - 94.50 (0.001%)
and unclassified public forest 2,886.77 (0.017%).

Table 2.4: Land Classification

Land Classification Area (has) Remarks
Alienable and Disposable 161,52736 Data not
Forest Land 432,329.11 authoritative due to
Mangrove 94.50 boundary dispute
Unclassified Public Forest 2,886.77
TOTAL 16,688,046.38
Source: DENR
2.5 COASTAL RESOURCES

The province of Occidental Mindoro has a total of 24,795.53 coastal marine resources. Coastal habitats
found in the province are coral reefs, Mangrove forests and seaweeds/sea grass beds.

Table 2.5: Coastal Resources

Land Classification Area (has) Remarks
Abra de llog 214.72
Corals 49.69
Mangrove 44.35
Seagrass/Seaweeds 120.68
Calintaan 255.07
Corals 25.36
Mangrove 16.91
Seagrass/Seaweeds 212.81
Looc 6.457.23
Corals 5,517.02
Mangrove 96.30
Seagrass/Seaweeds 843.91
Lubang 2,832.04
Corals 2,166.42
Mangrove 15.76 )
Seagrass/Seaweeds 649.86 D) CIEMVE)
Magsaysay 68600  from MIMAROPA
Corals 157.08 Ccoastal resources
Mangrove 206.20 map digitized

o



Land Classification

Area (has) Remarks

Seagrass/Seaweeds
Mamburao

Corals

Mangrove
Seagrass/Seaweeds
Paluan

Corals
Seagrass/Seaweeds
Rizal

Corals
Seagrass/Seaweeds
Sablayan

Corals

Mangrove
Seagrass/Seaweeds
San Jose

Corals

Mangrove
Seagrass/Seaweeds
Sta. Cruz

Mangrove
Seagrass/Seaweeds
Grand Total

322.12 from Google
1.8756.47  Earth subject for
1,006.37 future ground

235.11 verification and

633.99 delineation
1,070.51

652.61
417.91
81.99
45.64
36.35
7.335.47
6.709.90
202.41
423.15
3.305.94
1,597.39
318.51
1,390.05
680.78
656.02
24.77
24,795.53

Source: DENR

2.5.1 Locadlly Managed Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)

To conserve coastal ecosystems (coral reefs,
mangroves and seagrass beds), the province of
Occidental Mindoro has embarked efforts on
the establishment of Marine Protected Areas
that will ensure sustainability of ecosystem and
protection of its unique biodiversity. The initiative
is spearheaded by the provincial government
via the Provincial Planning and Development
Office in line with the GIZ-PAME supported
CORALS (Conservation and Rehabilitation  of

Aquatic Resources for Livelihood Sustainability)
Project. The project started in 2015 and inifially
parficipated by eight (8 municipalities;
Mamburao, Sta. Cruz, Sablayan, Calintaan, San
Jose, Magsaysay, Looc and Lubang. A few years
later, Paluan and Abra de llog also joined the
CORALS Project. As of this date, CORALS Project
established twenty (20) Marine Protected Areas
in the whole province of Occidental Mindoro.
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